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PROCEEDINGS 
WHEREUPON 

LEE PAIGE 
acknowledged having duly affirmed to tell the truth upon 
his oath as follows: 

THE WITNESS: I affirm. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. PHIPPS: 

Q. Well, weVc met before, but let me formally 
introduce myself on the record. My name is Peter 
Fhfpps. Vm with the Department of Justice. And I 
represent the defendants in this matter I know because 
youVe sat in on other depositions in this case that 
youVe familiar with depositions. Let me just go over a 
few of the ground rules here. You have to answer orally 
and audibly. Do you understand that? 
'A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. And, also, if you donU understnnd a question 
at any point in time, please let me know and IMI 
rephrase it Can you agree to that? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. Okay. Is there any reason why you can't 
testify truthfully and accurately today? 

A No, sir* 

Q. Let me start with some questions about 



1 perspective after your accidental discharge. After your 

2 accidental discharge do you consider yourself fortunate 

3 to be alive? 

4 A Yes, sir, I do. 

5 Q. Areyouthanlcfultobealive? 

6 A Yes, sir, I am. 

7 Q. Do you have any new appreciation of each day 
B after the accidental discharge because you're still 

9 alive? 

10 A No different than my convictions any other day, 

1 1 Just my convictions basically. 

12 Q, That existed beforehand? 

13 A Yes. 

14 Q, Have you ever thought about how amazing it is 

15 that you survived the accidental discharge? 

16 A I'm aware of the fact that the circumstances 

17 surrounding why I survived, yes. It's amazing. 

IB Q. Yeah, Do you think that you* re lucky to have 

1 9 survived? 

20 A Absolutely. 

21 Q. I don't know if you're religious at all, but if 

22 you are, do you think that God is keeping you alive for 

23 some reason? 

24 A I think I was spared for a reason. 

25 Q, And what do you think that reason is? 
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1 Q. That's what I read it as* 

2 A- Suspects. 

3 Q. Search? 

4 A, Search, work, undercover, et cetera, nor has he 

5 yet had the opportunity to false — 

6 Q. Testify. 

7 A- Oh, yeah, testify in court related to his 
foreign assignment 
9 Q. So I guess my question is, from this, it made 

L 

10 mcthinkthatyou weren^ t aIlo\yed to wo rk undercover in 

1 1 the Bahamas. 

12 A. Well, I had not worked undercover possibly 

1 3 during this po mt in time but justprior to being 

1 4 assi^ed to the Bahamas, I worked a case whem Steve 

1 5 Collins, the AS AC here was the group supervisor here and 

16 I was detailed from Tampa to assist Special Agpnt Gerald 

17 Lucas and Task Force Agent Tony Brown, where I went down 

1 8 and I did a 75 kilo cocaine reverse, ^\^ch resulted in 

1 9 arrest in - back here in Orlando where I worked 

20 undercover. Sol hadn^t worked under cover prob ably 

2 1 from the tune I got there and this evaluation was done. 

22 But prior to that, I had come to die Bahamas 

23 and worked undercover extensively on two occasions. I 
2 4 think in 1999, 1 came to the Bahamas and I woriced 

2 5 undercover* As a matter of fact, I woriced undercover on 
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1 on very m inimal occasions, d id that affect yo u r j ob 

2 satisfaction while you were in the Bahamas? 

3 A. From a security perspective, I was pretty happy 

4 in the Bahamas, as far as my job was concerned, but — 
3 because Nassau, the island of New Providence, is a 

6 capital city, and it was 22 miles long and seven miles 

7 wide and I was an American there, very well knovra in the 

8 community, it somewhat lunited my ability to work 

9 undercover, 

10 I was actively involved in demand reduction, 

1 1 helped create a coalition for a drug free Bahamas, was 

12 often written about in the newspapers. So, therefore, 

13 it somewhat curtailed it so from a perspective of safety 

1 4 and for my family, it probably curtailed my ability to 

1 5 work as a primary undercover* 

16 Q. Butdid that — did that affect your job 

17 satisfaction while in the Bahamas? 

IB A* I can't say right now, I don't remember* 

19 Q. Weil, you were doing other things that kept you 

20 happy with your job in the Bahamas? 

21 A, Absolutely, I worked at the airport and flew, 

22 Worked TDY, I did some very interesting and dangerous 

+ 

23 things* So I was - 1 was — I would say for the most 

24 part I was somewhat happy there* There was some 
2 5 mdividuals there that probably didn't make life 
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1 a very dangerous Bahamian drug tmfBcker out of 

2 Freeport who traveled from Freeport to the Bahamas to 

3 meet with myself and a confidendal source at the time. 

4 So the record will reflect that I did work 

5 undercover in the Bahamas, And I was allowed to. And 

6 during the course of the time that I worked undercover, 

7 Adolphus Wright was the group supervisor and the contact 
B group, the support group that I worked under when I was 

9 in Tampa and 1 came down to woric undercover and — in 

10 the Bahamas. 

+ 

11 Q. Now, when you were assigned to the Bahamas, did 

12 you do undercover work? I mean, when you were stationed 

13 there as opposed to going to Bahamas for — 

14 A^ I think on very, very minimal occasions I 

15 worked undercover. Not really sure. But I did some 

1 6 things where I worked undercover, I wouldn't 

1 7 necessarily say that 1 was a primary undercover on 

1 8 these. I may have worked undercover where 1 walked 

1 9 around and pretended to be a tourist Uiking pbotograptis 

20 and things of that nature. But it was still in an 

2 1 undercover capacity* I was there as a police oiEcer or 

22 a law enforcement o EBcer in a 1 aw enforcem ent capacity 
2 3 doing things such that I wasnt ~ may not have been 

2 4 necess arilytheprimaryimdercover, 

25 Q. The fact that you worked undercover in Bahamas 
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1 pleasant for me, but I think that happens in all 

2 perspectives relative to work, 

3 Q* So how long were you in the Bahamas? 

4 A* For — right at four years exactly* I left* I 

5 went - r arrived there July 1999 and I left July 2003. 

6 Q. And why did you change jobs? 

7 A, I didn't change* Ijust transferred back here 
B because my wife. 

9 Q. Changed locations, I didn't mean jobs. 

10 A, That^sokay* My wife was somewhat ready to go. 

11 She was kind of homesick for the most part* An 

1 2 opportunity came for me to return back to central 

1 3 Florida. There was openings in central Florida, I like 

14 central Florida. I don't really have a desire to live 

1 5 north of Oriando, Florida for weather purposes. So it 

1 6 came available and I seized the opportunity to return, 

17 Q. Were there a ny pro fession a ijobopportunitics 

18 that you were looldng forward to doing in Orlando? 

19 A, Yes* When I left the Bahamas, I was informed 

20 or I was — it was discussed by the SAC Tom Raffanello, 

21 the present SAC at the time, that I would come back and 
2 2 they were going to split Florida, the state of Florida 

23 up into south and northern districts as far as demand 

24 reduction* And I was under the unpress Ion when I first 

25 came back that I would be the coordinator for die north 
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1 and central Florida for demand reduction. I studied I 

2 prepared. Put together the things that; 1 had from my 

3 experiences and my times in the Bahamas as well as Tampa 

4 and tried to prepare myself. 

5 r was ready to come back and immerse myself 

6 within the community here and try and do some things 

7 positive. I have a great deal of compassion for domg 

8 things for Idds, I volunteered for different programs 

9 when I was in Tampa related to kids, juveniles, kids at 

10 risk; and was recognized and received commendations for 

11 doing such. So I thought it was something that I looked 

12 forward to doing here and possibly when I retired from 

13 DE A was kind of like setting the stage for things after 

1 4 DEA, per sa 

15 Q» Like further community involvement sort of 

16 things? 

17 A. Exactly^yes. 

IB Q. Okay. And so what took place? You wanted to 

19 come and be the demand reduction coordinator for north 

20 Florida, north and central Florida, as I understand? 

21 A. Right, yes. 

22 Q. What transpired? Did you ever get that 

23 position? 

24 A. No, I didn't Asamatlerof fact, wheal came 
2 5 back, the AS AC Steve Collins presently here, he says, 
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well, I want you to do casework. You know, I want you 
to do that as well. { understood that some people 
wasn't necessarily happy because ~ here in the office, 
no one specific, just from idle office gossip that they 
didn't think it was fan- that I was coming from the 
Bahamas to come back here to just do demand reduction. 
And so I'm not really sure if that was the case. But my 
AS AC Collins told me diat he wanted me to go to the 
enforcement group, help out In the enforcement group. 

So I followed his orders. But along that I 
continued to do demand reduction when requested. At the 
time that I did demand reduction, I — when I went out, 
after I got here, I made a record of It, notated it, I 
forwarded a copy of every event that I participated m 
to my group supervisor, Pete Gmden. I made a file for 
my group supervisor as well as the ASAC because it*s 

+ 

mandated, it was mandated at the time that we report 
everything to the coordinator In Miami because it 
reflected upon the SAC's evaluation In the division and 
whether or not he got a bonus if - at the end of the 
year, if those thmgs took place. So I reported 
everything. 

I thought that f would probably be at some 
point moved in the position of permanent coordinator so 
I wanted to keep a record of my performance and the 
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things that I was douig because I applied for the 
position in Miami as well, but I didn't get It Someone 
else got it Because the retire — the present person 
that was the demand reduction coordinator at that time, 
Omar Alamon (phonetic), was retirmg so I applied for 
his position as welL 

Q. And so you were hoping to kind of get a 
full-time job doing demand reduction in or, you know, 
most your tasks being demand reduction for north and 
central Florida when you came to Orlando? 

A, Yes. It — in other offices in other 
divisions, they have — I spoke with different people, 
they have it as such. And demand reduction was sort of 
like the DARE program if I can compare it to something 
from a local perspective. And there are events planned 
and there are things that from education purposes 
becatise if we cut the demand down for drugs and educate 
kids, the suppliers won't have anybody to, in essence, 
send the drugs to. So I mean it kmd of seems far 
fetched, but — m todays society, relative to drug 
trafficking, but that^s the case. If nobody is asking 
for it, you can't sell it to anybody* BCind of like the 
economy, 

Q, And so did you say that you also applied to get 
a full-time demand reduction as a coordinator job in 
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Miami? 

A. I applied for diat position, but I was told 
that there was someone else basically was going to be 
the successor of Omar Alamon and that at the time 1 
talked to the SAC and the ASAC that was in charge of 
that division or that section, and they told me that 
they were possibly looking at splitting Florida up 
because it's such a long haul from the Panhandle to 
Miami. And if there was somebody in the northern or 
central Florida, they could do it They told me I was a 
good candidate because thy record was good as well as I 
went to school at Florida State University, 

Q. Tallahassee? 

A. In Tallahassee. I was familiar with the 
panhandle and different people that I went to school 
with were presently mvolved in busmesses and involved 
in the community in that area. 

Q. And so who was it that got the full-time demand 
reduction job in Miami? 

A. I think it was Ricardo Ramos. 

Q. And was there ever created a full-time demand 
reduction position in north and central Florida? 

A, Ko, su:, it didn't happen, 

Q. Okay. 

A. Not after — well, I was doing — I thmk after 
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the accident that I had, Vm not really sure, I know 
that I was told that I couldn't do demand reduction any 
more after tiiat , So because of the interests in the 
fact that I shot myself and — and that I was - it was 
somewhat embarrassing the DEA, what happened, since the 
tape got leaked 

Q* And so — so you think - so you were putting 
the pieces in place before you shot yourself to kind of 
get that full-time position^ do you think? 

A* Well, I was keeping the record of what I was 
doing of my duties and my responsibilities as well as 
participating and supporting the group (rom an 
enforcement perspective. 

Q. And then after the accidental discharge, you 
didn't — you weren't pursuing that any more, were you? 

A. Well, I wasn't — I mean, I had a deshe to, 
but the AS AC told rae that I couldn't do demand reduction 
any more. As a matter of fact, he - 

Q. And this is Steve Collins? 

A. Yes, Yes. 

Q. Oltay. 

A. I asked hun why. But he really didn't have an 
answer. He just said right now it would probably be 
good to have somebody else do it And I mfonned him 
how much of a love { had for it But he said that it 
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would probably be wise that somebody else would do it 
because of the interest in — 

Q. Did you tell him that your main professional 
reason for coming back to central Florida was to do 
demand reduction? 

A. No, I don't think so. We did have a discussion 
about it Because I asked him am I going to - well, in 
other words, I had to make plans if I was going to be 
doing it I had to make sure that I knew what I was 
doing, I mean, I had to have somewhat of a game plan* 
So along with my other dudes, which demand reduction is 
a collateral duty, along with my other duties unless I 
would have been designated as the coordinator, I had to 
be ready when the tune came. So I had to have, I guess, 
somewhat of an operational plan to do it within my own 
setting, I guess. 

Q. Now, when you arrived in Orlando, what group 
were you in? 

A. I was assigned to enforcement group one, group 
supervisor Peter F* Gruden. 

Q. Did you and Mr* Gruden get along? 

A. I don't think Mr. Gmd - 1 don't tliink 
Mr. Gruden was a fan of mine. I mean, I didn't know 
Mr. Gruden but from die point when I got there, I don't 
think that he was a fan of mine. I mean, I didn't have 



Filed 07/14/2008 Page 5 of 9 



32 



1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



1 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
IB 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



a social relationship with him. I just came to work 
every day and did my job, you know. I basically, for 
the most part, I was one of the senior guys m the 
group. There was a few other guys in die group. But I 
didn't really know anybody. So I just kind of came here 
and came to work and did what I was supposed to do and 
went home. 

Q. And you say you were one of the more senior 
guys in the group, are there certain expectations or 
responsibilities that attach to the more senior people 
in the group? 

A. Well, if there is someone m there that needs 
help or what have you - as an example, when I first got 
back, one of the other senior agents in the group had a 
death in die family, so I didn't have any cases. I had 
just got back I was on temporary housing, trying to 
take care of all the details in that regard. And Lenora 
Morris had — we were getting ready to have an 
inspection, so 1 took over the case, the duties and some 
of the things in her cases and detailed them, took care 
of them, wrote the letters and the specific reports in 
order to bring everything up to speed and up to 
standards because she was — had mitially an Uhiess, 
Uien a death where she had to travel out of the office. 
So I stepped up to the plate and I took care of that for 
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her. 



And also assisted in odier perspectives where 
if junior guys were out on the street and a decision was 
made, needed to be made, where it came down to safety or 
what, I was there to fill in and to make that decision 
and make that call. 

Q. So you were advising junior guys who were out 
on the street? 

A, Yeah. Well, we talked. One specific case, 
there was a junior agent, junior to me, Frank Thomas. 
We were buying crack. They continued to try to send die 
CS in and the CS - 

Q, By CS you mean — 

A. Confidential source. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Was having some problems so at that time, I 
made the decision to call the deal because I thought her 
safety was — her - she was — her safety was 
compromised. So we did it And that's one incident 
that I remember. I mean, I worked undercover, assisted 
— I was requested to do undercover. I assisted in 
mmmial undercover. When I came back to Orlando, I 
recall one specific time where I worked undercover at 
the Mall of Millennia - not really — I don't remember 
the case that I worked on. But when I came back from 
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1 the Bahamas, 1 had admrnistrative leave. And then I was 

2 off. I came back in July. Then I wns off the month of 

3 December. The month of January, I went TDY again back 

4 to the Bahamas for 30 days. 

5 Q, Why? 

6 A. To do OPB AT, to support OPBAT. 

7 Q. After I came back from OPBAT, I was TDY again 
B because I was involved in a trial where I had to testify 

9 as a witness in the Bahamas for the month of February* 

10 Then after the month of February, my group 

11 supervisor Pete Grudcn detailed me to a wire tap which I 

12 worked the entire month of March on that wire tap. Then 

13 after I did the wire Lap, I went to go to a tactical 

14 training school in Tampa and I didn^t successfully 

15 complete that So I came backout on a Thursday, the 

1 6 8th of ApriL Then April 9th, I was here in the office. 

17 I left the office, went home. Then t went to the 

IS Ca (lahan Community Cen tcr in Parramore at a bout 7:00* 

19 Then at about 7:15 1 had an accidental discharge. 

20 Q. L^tmc go back over so me of the stuff that you 

21 covered there about your time in Orlando* From the time 

22 that you were officially assigned to Orlando, I guess 

23 that^s July 2003 " 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. — on a TDY, do you recall any other times that 
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1 choose to be the undercover. But it just so happened, I 

2 was requested on a few cases by GS Gruden to do it and 

3 other people m the office and I met people and it just 

4 didn't work out during that time frame. I very well 

5 could have been placed in a position where 1 had to do 
5 undercover. But the situation just didn't call for it 

7 Q. That didn^t bother you, did it, because you 

8 were doing other things? 

9 A. Well, it's just part of my duty and 

10 responsibility. If fm called upon to do it and I feel 

1 1 that f can be successfiil and I can put my input in it 

1 2 and the individuals do a background study, the 

1 3 individuals that I'm gomg to be mvolved with, land of 

14 get a feel for who they are and what's going on and I'll 

15 do it I mean, I've been requested to do cold 

1 6 indercovers and when I mean that, just spontaneous. And 

1 7 Tve gone to clandestine farms and spent weeks at a time 
IB widi individuals undercover. 

19 Q. And that's prior to coming to Orlando. Right? 

20 A. Yes. . 

21 Q. I asked yo u earlier if you — about yo u r 

22 relationship with Peter Grudcn. Did you like Peter 

23 Gruden? 

24 A. I didn't have any — I didn't dislike him. I 

2 5 basically don't dislike anybody. My convictions don't 
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1 you had done undercover other than at the — is that the 

2 new Mall of Millcnia? 

3 A. Yeah. Yeah. 

4 Q* Do you recall any other times? 

5 A. I don't recall. I know I was requested to do 

6 undercover on occasions, but I, you know, there was so 

7 many things going on at that time, I don't really 
B recall. I do recall that time because it just sdcks 
9 out in my mind, 

10 Q. And CO rrcct me if P m wrong, this ts j ust my 

1 1 instinct, your first year on the job you do it 89 times? 

12 A. No, I didn't say 80. I said approximately 67 

13 times. 

14 Q. Oh, boy, I donU know where that came from. 

15 That's my memory* I apologize. 

16 A. That's okay. You got a good memory. 

17 Q. But your first year on the job you do it 

IB approximately 67 times and then when you^re in Orlando, 

1 9 you do it once. Is that because you were a more senior 

20 agent or is there something else? 

21 A. Well, I was not here that long, basically, i f 

22 you think about it Ijust kind ofgave you a time line 

23 of what I was doing. And during the course of that 

24 time, I wasn't needed Basically, when I have 

2 5 investigated cases where I'm the case agent, at times I 
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— I mean — allow me to have dislike. 1 wasn't raised 
to be that way. I didn't think that Peter Gruden liked 
me because of some of the comments he made to me. But I 
didn't know him. So from a professional perspective, he 
was my group supervisor. [ had respect for him on the 
job as a group supervisor because he was designated to 
be the group supervisor. But beyond that I had 
absolutely positively no interaction with him. So I 
came to work. I saw him at work. We didn't talk to 
each other outside of work. I really didn't spend that 
much tune with Pete Gruderu 

4 

Pete Gruden - 1 heard a lot of different 
things about Pete Gruden prior to coming to Orlando when 
he was first assigned to Miami or when he was - I know 
when he was m Miami because he was - his father was a 
well-known noted SAC, special agent in charge. And, I 
mean, I didn't know anythmg about him other than just 
people said that he lost his badge, be lost his gun, he 
lost case files and stuff like that. But — and nothing 
happened to him because his dad. But I didn't know Pete 
Gruden. I didn't have any reason to dislike him. 

Q. Did you guys ever get in verbal disagreements 
at work? 

A. On one occasion, when I showed up a few minutes 
late to a briefing, I was actually stuck downstairs 
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them. Doc and r talked about it I think with his 
scheduling, he probably didn't - 1 Ihink he didn't even 
remember up to the tune. And then I was like, well, we 
talked about it He was like, okay. Solcameout 

Q* When you say you talked about it, did you tell 
hira - did you talk about the substance of what you'd be 
talking about? 

A. Yes, I told him about it 

Q. Did you tell him that you would show up In raid 
gear? 

A. I don't recall 

Q. Did you tell him you would bring firearms? 
A, I really don't recall, 

Q* Did he ask you to show up in raid gear? 
A- I don't recall 

Q. Did he ask you to bring firearms? 

A, I don't think he did I don't recall But! 
don't think specifically he did. I think he just kind 
of left it up to me. I may have mentioned it, but [ 
don't remember specifically if I mentioned it 

Q- Now, you said that you had prior familiarity 
with the - 

A. OMY-- 

Q, OMYGA? 

A, Yes. 
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Q. Okay. But you wcrcn^t certain if you knew that 
beforehand or you didn't know? 

A, I am not sure. I can'l recall Tm not sure. 

Q. Now, did you receive permission from anyone at 
DEA to show firearms at that demand reduction 
presentation? 

A. I have never been given permission or not I 
just go out - 1 was the demand reduction person. I've 
done my presentations, I never had a problem before. 
I've told - 1 told my GS, I told Pete Gruden -^ 
although he told me, he indicated in Washington that he 
didn't know. Ilethunknow. I told Steve Collins I 
was going because tiial's how I found out that he 
couldn't come, that he was on his anniversary. I asked 
a number of different agents, Henry Wilson, Tony Brown, 
Gerald Lucas, 

■ 

Q. Yoii asked them to come along with you? 

A. Yeah, to assist me. Yeah, And I even asked 
Pete Gruden if he was available. 

Q. Did you tell them at the time that you asked 
them to come along that you wanted to show guns? 

A. r don't recall I don't think so, 

Q. And no one was available that day or no one 
wanted to come? 

A. Yeah. Not many people feel comfortable 
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Q. Did you ever go to any prior meefings that they 
had? 

A. I've dropped my kids off and sat m some of the 
meetings. But. basically, when I dropped my kids oG; 
we - it's a real intense very serious golf mstruction 
program. Doc takes it very serious. It's very fruitful 
for the kids. And it's very informative and it's 
mtense. So the kids are not distracted. Basically, 
the parents - unless you are a volunteer that was in ~ 
excuse me. You sat outside or you left and you came 
back to pick your kids up, 

Q. Did you know that Dr. Dorsey records these 
group meetings that he has on video-recorder prior to 
appearing? 

A, I ~ I don't recall. I mean, it never was - 1 
never even noticed. 1 never even - it was never an 
issue that came up or I noticed. I never discussed it 
with anybody. I never knew, 

Q. But - but - but today you know that he tends 
to record the meetings or later in fime, you learned 
that he tends to record the meetings? 

A. After the fact, I was made aware that he was, 
yes, that he made a record of his meetings. 

Q- Through video-recording? 

A. After the fact, yes. 
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standing up in &Dnt of an audience. And to be totally 
honest with you, not many people wanted to spend Friday 
evening talkmg to kids. I have a love for it I fancy 
talking to kids and then bemg involved with youth. I 
got two kids of my own so I had no problem doing it 

Q. So — so - just to go hack over where we were, 
Vou don^t recall receiving permission from Peter Gruden 
to show firearms at the presentation that day? 

A, I don't recall discussing it I don't recall 
requesting pemiisston. It was never an issue, I just 
don't recall discussing it I know for a fact nobody 
told me not to display firearms, 
Q. That day? 

A. I don't recall ever hearing anyone tell me not 
to, you know, from a - giving me a direct order, do not 
show firearms, I don't recall that 

Q* Is it possible that somebody did? 
A, I would remember. I would think I would 
remember. Yeah, I don't think so. I don't recall 
anybody telling me that or giving me a direct order 
specifically, no. 

Q. Do you remember a person by the name of John 
Salanski (phonetic) telling you not to show firearms at 
the demand reduction presentation? 

A. I know who John Salanski was. But, no, I 
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1 Lcnora Morns told you or ts there some other reason? 

2 A. Well, I think that prior to Lenom telling me 

3 — I think at some point In between the time right after 

4 I saw it and in between some time before I came back to 

5 work in July - 1 mean a lot of people called me and 

6 talked to me. Someone - 1 don't remember who may have 

7 " told me that ■ 

B Q, Did anybody ever tell you they had seen a copy 

+ 

9 before you came back to work did anybody ever call you 

10 up and say, hey, I've seen a copy, want to let you know? 

11 A. I don't recall 

12 Q- Did — did you want to see a copy of the 

13 video- recording? 

14 A. I requested to see a copy of it 

15 Q. When? 

16 A. Well, at some point in time I became aware that 

17 they were watching it in Miami in 2004. So I came back 

18 to work in July. I'm not sure if I was made aware 

1 9 before I came back to work but I know that — 1 know 

20 that it was being watched- And I was told that - 1 was 

2 1 called by an agent that I know by the name of Mark 

2 2 Martolewski who was a firearms guy in the Las Vegas 

23 office. And 1 was told that by somebody that it was 

2 4 being watched at the firearm — at the range in south 

25 Florida. So I in turn, when 1 came back to work, I know 
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I made — 1 called — well, prior to that, f called up 
Greg White and I asked him how can somebody else see 
this video and 1 have never seen it before. And I said 
how did it get down to the firearms unit And I know I 
hadn't come back to work yet And he told me that well^ 
it was sent to training and training probably used it 
for training purposes. So I then called Steve Collins 
and told him that they were doing it and I talked to him 
about it And I think I may have made the same 
statement to Steve that I hadn't seen it Well, some 
time I think in September, I went to — well, when I 
came back — let me go back. 

When I came back to work, I know I saw Chris 
Bowman, who was the firearms guy. And I told Chris 
Bowman, I was like, look, man, you know those guys in 
the firearms unit, why are they showing this video down 
there, making light of it and making fun of it and 
laughing about it and showing it to everybody. And he 
was like, Lee, I don't know why they're doing it I 
said, well, you ought to call them and ask them, man, I 
mean — I says, you know me. And he says, yeah, man, I 
do. And he talked to him and he told me that he did 
talk to them. 

And I know he talked to them because when I 
went to remedial training, I was ordered to go to 



1 remedial training to be retrained or certified after 

2 having an accidental discharge. 1 wanted to go to 

3 remedial training here in Orlando and just have Chris 

4 Bowman and Chris Trasigney (phonetic), the firearms 

5 units guys retrain me. And I asked Mr. Collins why I 

6 had to go to Miami. And they said, well, if s a 

7 divisional order. It's an order* I'm not sure if if s 

8 divisional. But I — he says it was an order that T was 

9 to go to the field division office and have the field 

1 division primary firearms guys do it 

1 1 And one of the reasons I didn't want to go to 

1 2 Miami that I remember in my mind is because here were 

13 the same guys that was laughing and making fiin of me and 

1 4 showing this video, making light of it, to other agents. 

15 So I expressed that Tm not sure who I expressed it to 

■I 

1 6 whether it was Mr. Collins or Mr, Borah. But I, in 

1 7 fact, did go. And when I went, Kevin Naughton was — 

1 B talked to me about the video. And he was like, hey, man 

19 I didn't — you know, I didn't mean this in a bad way. 

2 And, you know, someone had told me that they were 

2 1 laughing. He was like, I wasn't laughing at you or 

22 whatever. I just said, you know, hey, man, these guys 

2 3 don't know me. You know, I had heard all kind of rumors 

2 4 that there were people looking at it on the computer. 

2 5 I'm not sure if it was on a disc or if it was on 



117 

1 Firebird I just know that they were looking at it in 

2 Miami around that time. 

3 And, you know, I had just done it in April, I 

4 went to firearms training I think in September. So we 

5 went through our training. And, you know, I was 

6 professional and went through my training, breezed 

7 through it I'm sure if you get the records, you'll see 

8 that I qualified without a problem widi my machine gun 

9 and my handgun, all my DEA assigned guns, and I think as 

1 well as, yeah, my own personal owned gun. 

11 I — after the completion of it, I had to go 

12 back and take ~ sign forms and — reinstatement forms 

13 and sign some qualification forms. And during the 

r 

1 4 course of it, there was another young agent who had had 

15 an accidental discharge that was there with me. I can't 

1 6 remember his first name. I think his last name is Weiss 

17 or something like that But we were there together. 

18 And we went through the training together. When we got 

1 9 back to the firearms office in the Miami field division, 

20 we went in and was filling out the necessary papers and 

2 1 what have you. And they talked to me more about tlie 
2 2 video at that point in time, not really sure which one 

23 of 'em it was. Specifically, I remember Kevin Naughton 

24 talking to me about it 

2 5 And then I said, you know, and I expressed to 
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1 Q. Yeah. 


1 


A, Well, during the course of how early on it was. 




2 A, - along with my attorney? 


2 


it was part of an investigation and part of a file and 




3 Q. Yeah. 


3 


part ot you know, my internal investigation file. So 




4 A. No, I didn't iiialK any requests. My face hnri 


4 


weVe not at liberty just because —just because we're 




5 already been out there. It was on the Internet 


5 


DEA agents, we're not at liberty to look at a file when 




5 unscrambled. 


6 


it's an internal matter like an internal investigation. 




7 MR.PHIPPS: Give me a minute here, just to 


7 


Internal aitairs investigation, it's not — it*s never 




B look. 


e 


been permitted. Any internal investigation diat I've 




9 MR. MEY IHALER: Can we take maybe a couple 


9 


ever been in, I was always told not to talk about it or 




10 minute break while you^m - 


10 


not to discuss it or what have you. And that film at 




11 MR. PHI HPS: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. By all 


11 


the time was - which I understand then and now, part of 




H 

12 means. By all means. 


12 


my investigative file, and it shouldn't have been 




1 3 (i hereupon a recess was taken after which the deposition 


13 


watched or looked at by anybody other than the people 




1 4 continued as follows:) 


14 


designated Hke ray GS or the people that inspection 




15 BYMR.PHTPPS: 


15 


designated to look at it So I would assume that it was 




16 Q, Are you aware of any family member getting or 


16 


not supposed to be looked at from that respect 




1 7 watching a video-record tng of you r accidental discharge 


17 


Q. Now, when you say it was part of your 




1 B before that video-recording appeared on the Internet? 


IB 


investigative file, do you know that for a fact? 




19 A- Fm not aware. 


19 


A* I know that when the incident happens, like 




20 Q, Are you aware of any friend of yours other than 


20 


when I have an accident m a car, immediately an 




21 persons youVc already idcntiHcd, getting or watching a 


21 


accident file and report is initiated. Whenever there*s 




22 video-recording of your accidental discharge before It 


22 


an incident that takes place that has to be scrutinized 




23 appeared on the Internet? 


23 


or judged by a specific group, like when you have an 




24 A. Specifically, I don't recall I just ~ 1 


24 


accident m a car, an accident report has to be done, a 




25 don't specifically recall. 


25 


teletype has to be sent to Washington and to Miami 
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1 Q; Are you aware of anyone at DEA acting 


1 


indicating that you were *~ even if it was a fender 




2 intentionally or willfully to release the 


2 


bender. A file is created and reports are done. 




3 video-recording of your accidental discharge? 


3 


photographs are taken and they're put in a file and ~ 




4 A. Fm not aware. 


4 


in a car report And it^s not as severe as an internal 




5 Q, Are you aware of any specific file other than 


5 


affairs type investigation. And I was under 




6 the one that Steve Collins provided you that the video 


6 


investigjition at that point in time for accidentally 




7 was stored in or a copy of the video-recording was 


7 


shooting myself And accidental discharges are serious 




a stored in at DEA? 


8 


matters becaus; any accidental discharge in the manual. 




9 A, I mean — I didn't understand the previous 


9 


in our agent's manual and I think in our standards of 




1 question. I mean, I really didn't understand what you 


10 


conduct indicate that it should be investigated and 




11 meant by that If you could ask me that question again. 


11 


reported to headquarters. 




12 Q, Well, let^s - okay. Well go back. Are 


12 


Q* But, factually, do you know when the office of 




13 you — the question is are you aware of anyone at DEA 


13 


inspections created a file with respect to your 




14 who acted intentionally, willfully to release a 


14 


accidental discharge? 




1 5 video-rcco rding o f you r accidenta 1 d ischa rge? 


15 


A. Well, in my understanding, the video was part 




16 A. To release it where? I mean, I don't know what 


16 


of an mcident that took place. And so it was part of 


J 


17 you mean. 


17 


an mvestigation. So It had to be ^ven an N number 




18 Q. To -outside of DEA. 


18 


which is — any evidence that is put in a file is given 




19 A. I just know that of the times that I testified 


19 


an N number which stands for non-drug exhibit A drug 




2 before, you know, like that I thought about, that it 


20 


exhibit would be just an exhibit But my — my — when 




2 1 shouldn't have been watched m the bay, when I heard 


21 


I looked at the paperwork in DC, I noticed that I thmk 




22 about it or in the conference room when I heard about 


22 


when Mr* White — I'm not — don't quote me on 




23 it 


23 


Mr. White, but he indicated that the video was a 




24 Q. Do you think it was illegal for DEA agents to 


24 


non-drug evidence. It was assigned an N number. And it 




25 watch it in the bay or in the conference room? 


25 


doesn^t become an N — it unmediately becomes an N 
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